
McAlester Planning Commission Minutes 

Tuesday January 21, 2020 Regular Meeting                                     
City Council Chambers 

6:30 PM 

 

           

Item 1 Call to Order and Roll Call 

Chairman Emmons called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Roll was called, and a quorum 

was present.  

 

Commissioners Present: 9 
Frank Phillips Justin Few Steve Cox Susan Kanard 

Tony Korp Michelle Mabray Chris Taylor Mark Emmons 

Karen Stobaugh 

 

   

  Commissioners Absent: 2 

Carl Gullick Primus Moore   

    

Item 2  Approval of the Minutes from December 17, 2019  

A motion made by Commissioner Mabray was seconded by Commissioner Cox to approve 

the December 17, 2020 planning meeting minutes. The vote was taken.  

 

The vote was: 9-0 

AYE: Cox, Mabray, Taylor, Phillips, Few, Stobaugh, Kanard, Korp, Emmons.  

NAY: None 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Item 3  Public Hearing: Discussion and presentation on the creation of a new Parker Trail to 

accommodate pedestrians and bicycles for health, recreation, transportation, and 

quality of life for McAlester residents 

 Chairman Emmons opened the item for public hearing at 6:31 p.m. Stephanie Giacomo, 

Grant Writer presented the staff report to the Commission and it is hereby incorporated in 

the minutes by reference. Mrs. Giacomo stated the City of McAlester is in an application 

process for a recreational trail grant from the Department of Tourism. She stated it is a new 

Parker Trail linking Parker Intermediate School to nearby neighborhoods, parks, and other 

trails. This linkage is an important part of realizing the goals of the Trails Master Plan by 

moving people throughout the community on safer paths that accommodate pedestrians and 

bicycles away from busy streets. The Parker Trail will connect to the Waterways Trail that is 

currently under design and funded through an ODOT Transportation Alternatives Program 

Grant. She referenced maps included in the agenda packet, provided to commissioners, 

showing the trail will be built entirely on city-owned property on a platted, but unbuilt 

roadway and create a trailhead at the recently updated Thunderbird Park. She stated it 

creates important connections to low-income housing, educational institutions, parks, Jeff 

Lee Swimming Pool, Hook Eales Stadium, and more. Mrs. Giacomo explained the trail will 

be fully ADA Accessible and include amenities such as lighting, seating, and components of 

outdoor education. She presented material, pricing and city utility access. Mrs. Giacomo also 

spoke concerning new signage and outdoor classroom spaces. Included were letters of 

support, photos and resolutions passed by McAlester City Council and McAlester School 

Board in support of the new trails plan. Chairman Emmons asked if anyone else wanted to 

speak. Commissioner Michelle Mabray questioned why the trail was not connecting to the 

front of the school. Mrs. Giacomo explained that it would then be encroaching on school 

property and the green space that is there is often utilized by the school and students. 

Commissioner Mabray also inquired about the 10ft requirement. Mrs. Giacomo explained 

8ft is the minimum but 10ft is recommended. Commissioner Mabray also inquired of Mrs. 

Giacomo to speak on behalf of the Master Trails Plan and if this was a part of that. Mrs. 

Giacomo explained the plan and the changes made to the initial plan due to topography of 
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the initial layout of the trail. Commissioner Frank Phillips asked if this was a part of the 

comprehensive plan. Mrs. Giacomo replied yes it was.  

 

 Chairman Emmons closed the public hearing at 6:39 p.m. and asked if there was any other 

discussion from the Commission. No motion was taken. Chairman Emmons asked if there 

was any other discussion. There was not. No vote was taken   

 

Item 4 Public Hearing: Discussion and presentation on the refurbishment of the trail at 

Rotary Park to accommodate pedestrians and bicycles to benefit senior citizens, 

children, and adults of all capacities in McAlester. 

 Chairman Emmons opened the item for public hearing at 6:40 p.m. Stephanie Giacomo, 

Grant Writer presented the staff report to the Commission and it is hereby incorporated in 

the minutes by reference.  Mrs. Giacomo stated the application to the grant program is to 

rebuild the existing exercise trail at Rotary Park to accommodate pedestrians and bicycles as 

well as install outdoor fitness equipment. The location of this track is very important with its 

connection to the Senior Citizen Center, low-income housing, healthcare facilities, and 

existing recreation opportunities such as the J.I. Stipe Center and Buffalo Run Disc Golf 

Course. Chairman Emmons asked if anyone else wanted to speak, there was none. 

 

 Chairman Emmons closed the public hearing at 6:42 p.m. and asked if there was any other 

discussion from the Commission. No motion was taken. Chairman Emmons asked if there 

was any other discussion. There was not. No vote was taken   

   

Item 5 Public Hearing: Discussion and action concerning a proposed ordinance creating a 

Medical Overlay District in designated areas located within the general boundaries 

described as property adjoining East Monroe Avenue from North 8th Street to North 

Strong Boulevard, East College Avenue from North Strong Boulevard to North 12th 

Street, North Strong Boulevard from East Monroe Avenue and/or East College 

Avenue to North Fillmore Avenue. 

 Chairman Emmons opened the item for public hearing at 6:42 p.m. and Jayme Clifton, 

Community Development Director presented the staff report to the Commission and it is 

hereby incorporated in the minutes by reference. Mrs. Clifton stated the changes made from 

the November 2019 regular planning commission meeting suggestions included condensing 

the list of uses into general descriptions to meet needs in the medical district. She provided a 

staff report that related the ordinance back to the comprehensive plan recommendations. She 

stated architectural plans for exterior standards was a suggestion from the last meeting but 

explained that it may be better for new construction and may prohibit development for 

existing structures. She noted several vacant lots and vacant structures in the proposed 

district that have the potential for development and felt there would be little to no impact on 

the surrounding residential areas due to existing surrounding uses. Mrs. Clifton stated that 

multi-family use was added to the district as recommended by the comprehensive plan to be 

responsive to housing needs for the hospital staff. She added overnight accommodations was 

included based on the commission’s request but noted she was not confident that any major 

hotels likely locate to the area, their focus was usually high traffic areas such as the highway. 

Mrs. Clifton confirmed it is the recommendation of the Community Development 

Department to approve the ordinance draft as written but is open to any suggestions to 

improve upon the medical overlay district ordinance draft.  

 

 Commissioner Phillips asked for clarification on any negative impact on the neighborhoods. 

Mrs. Clifton clarified that the most residential structures outside the boundaries faced away 

from Monroe Ave, College Ave or Strong Blvd, and that impact on the other existing six 

residential structures within the boundaries faced those areas and was currently already 

impacted due to traffic and nearby commercial uses which face them. She said new 
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development would need to face those same streets, so it should not affect those outside the 

boundaries. Commissioner Mabray asked if any of the businesses in the area were notified or 

any feed back was received. Mrs. Clifton replied that there had not been any received, that 

the notice was published. Commissioner Few expressed concerns regarding the border of the 

medical and residential district meeting at 9th street and Mrs. Clifton replied that she would 

still recommend the boundaries with the surrounding uses and with available vacant property 

that may never develop otherwise. Commissioner Mabray expressed concerns with 

sidewalks and connectivity, requesting sidewalks be required rather than considered, and 

removing the no drive-thru window policy. She said she understood it was to detour fast 

food restaurants from developing in that area but expressed concerns about pharmacy drive-

thrus as being complementary to customers and that it may prevent businesses of that nature 

from developing in the area. Mrs. Clifton replied that the concern was safety and traffic. 

Commissioner Cox asked if a pharmacy could request a variance. Mrs. Clifton stated 

variance on uses was not within the Board of Adjustment powers and stated the paragraph 

could be removed. There was discussion, the commission agreed the likelihood of drive thru 

restaurants going in there was minimal, but it was more likely to prevent pharmacies from 

developing in the medical district. Mrs. Clifton clarified that the paragraph to be stricken 

was (g)(4)(a). Chairman Emmons asked if anybody else had any more suggestions for 

changes to the ordinance. There was none. Chairman Emmons asked if anyone else would 

like to speak for or against the proposed ordinance. There was none. Chairman Emmons 

closed the public hearing at 6:56 p.m. and called for a motion. Commissioner Few motioned 

to approve the Medical Overlay District Ordinance upon suggested changes to pedestrian 

connectivity and drive-thru windows. Commissioner Korp seconded the motion. Chairman 

Emmons asked if there was any other discussion. There was not. Roll was called.  

 

The vote was 9-0 

AYE: Phillips, Cox, Few, Stobaugh, Kanard, Korp, Mabray, Taylor, Emmons.  

NAY:  

The motion carried.    

 

Item 6  New Business 

None   

 

Item 7 Staff Report. 

 Mrs. Clifton stated she had received the phase six, code assessment of the land development 

code, for the comprehensive plan update and would be sending for review and feedback.  

   

Item 8  Commission Report 

There was discussion of upcoming term expirations and needed biography updates.  

   

Item 9  Adjournment  

  A motion made by Commissioner Few was seconded by Commissioner Korp to  

  adjourn the meeting at 7:00 p.m. There was no objection. Roll was called. 

 

The vote was 9-0 

AYE: Cox, Stobaugh, Mabray, Taylor, Phillips, Few, Kanard, Korp, Emmons.  

NAY: None 

The motion carried.   

      Approved:   

 

 

      ____________________________________________ 

               Planning Commission Chairman       Date 


